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Obama, Biden take
reins on historic day

By Susan Falvella Garraty
letters@irishecho.com

Washington, D.C. — History’s cup overflowed
yesterday as millions gathered in Washington,
D.C. and billions around the world tuned in to the
inauguration of America’s first African American
president.

Barack Hussein Obama took the oath of office
just after 12 noon on the steps of the Capitol and
in full view of a sea of people stretching all the
way to the Lincoln Memorial at the other end of
the National Mall.

Moments before, Joe Biden was sworn in as
vice president and so became the first Catholic to
hold this office in the nation’s history.

Obama, smiling and waving and looking re-
laxed despite the deep feelings that had to be
dominating his thoughts, was sworn in by Chief
Justice John Roberts before a galaxy of political
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